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sciousness or not Consciousness is only an echo, a
shadow, an epiphenomenon, an emanation from nowhere,
that appears so soon as certain essential conditions are
realised, e.g., the sufficient nutrition of the various parts
of the nervous system, and disappears with the disappear-
ance of any one of these essential conditions, but neither
its coming nor its staying nor its going concerns in any
way anything but itself. Thus, according to the theory
we are criticising, the movements of the pen with which
these words are written and the written words themselves
are, as movements and products of movement, perfectly
independent of the instinct and the thought that find
expression through them : they would have come to pass
in precisely this way and no other had the last spark
of consciousness flickered away countless ages ago ; and
the reader who interprets the printed type and lingers
over some sentence, his whole statuesque attitude,
whatever it be, was a foregone conclusion when the
first atom in space gave its first little shiver.

To describe such paradoxes as these is really to
explain them away : they shrivel off in their own light.
Still it is best to seize even an absurdity by some
tangible handle. Let us then replace the somewhat
vague conception of " mind" by the much clearer one
of "meaning," and ask ourselves whether any theory
that makes meaning ineffectual in determining the
movements of one's body can evade the charge of
absurdity ? Let us take two or three definite instances.
Consider for a moment the import that the words " yes "
and " no" have on certain critical occasions. " Yes "
sets the young blood careering in all directions, "no"
determines for the body the attitude typical of wounded
pride, misery, or despair. Shall we say that this
difference is simply the difference in organic reverberation
consequent on the difference in tympanal flutter due to
two such different air-vibrations as that set going by a nasal
and that other set going by a sibilant ? Or take another
instance. A goes up to B as he leans with his back to
the mantelpiece and tells him in French that his coat-